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INTERIOR DESIGN BY BONESTEEL TROUT HALLINTERIORS
INTERVIEW BY:MIMI READ PHOTOGRAPHS BY KARYN MILLET

The view of date paims, rocky hills, and blue sky from a house near Palm Springs, California, provided inspiration for the interior palette and
textures. This tailored but sexy wing chair by Andrea Newcomer has matte silver nailhead trim; it's covered in a Rogers & Goffigon linen.
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Atone rope chest from the Bradbury Collection at Pacific
relaxed linen. Fortuny French blue/Antique White
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" IM1 READ: This house is so clearly a product of the California desert. What's
: the story behind it? MARY LYNN TURNER: The clients were new-

lyweds. Shortly after the wedding, they bought this weekend
place in Indian Wells, where she had been laking her two
boys for years. Il's a midcentury modern house that had been
remodeled two or three times and had lost its original integrity.
How did you arrive at a style for it? MLT: Originally, they wanted
to tear the honse down and build a new Spanish-style house.
But then the clients realized it would take two years to build.
‘The wife wanted to enjoy the house with her boys while they
were slill in high school. So she said “OK, let’s just fluff this

house, make a few changes, and stick with the Spanish theme.




After a few vears we'll build the Spanish house and move
all the antiques with a Spanish flavor into it.” IU's funny—
with a midcentury modern house, you would never think
about using Spanish antiques. But we did, adding some mod-
ern pieces and modern art, and it just became such a fun
mix. Sometimes things just happen. So this is provisional?
mLT: No. Once we removed all the strange architectural addi-
tions and decorated it, it turned out so fabulous they don't want
to tear it down anymorc. How long did it take to decorate?
MLT: The honse was empty, a blank slate. We did it in eight
weeks. It aged me! Bul the clients want to enjoy life and

live for today. They wanted the house ready for a big fam-

1. LIMES in the garden. 2. A FORTUNY PILLOW. 3. Antique
TURQUOISE POTTERY. 4. AGAVE. 5. WOVEN SEAGRASS 011
John Hutton chair. 6. HELICHYRUM. 7. A pair of DAVID
SUTHERLAND TEAK CHAISES LONGUES near the pool. 8. ROCK
CRYSTAL FRAGMENTS from Mecox Gardens. 9. Provencal
OLIVE JARS from Brenda Antin in Los Angeles. 10. A FLOCKED
WHORL on @ William Yeoward finern. 11. DESERT GREEN.

ily reunion at Thanksgiving. So we rolled up our sleeves and

wenl crazy, going into Los Angeles and buying furniture
right off the floor, begging our upholsterers to rush things.
How did she respond when she saw it all for the very first time?
HEIDI BONESTEEL: Somectimes when you mstall a job, it's
overwhelming for people to walk into a house full of brand
new furnilure. Often they get very quict. But she started cry-
ing. It was such a fast turnaround, and there she was, with her
new marriage, her new life, her new house. She was really
happy, awash in raw cinotion. Are there any other decorat-
ing themes here besides Spanish style and desert colors?

MT: We used a lot of prominent lextures. The house has
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huge windows, and the light is so pure and beantiful. Tex-
tures really grab vour eve. One of the most powerlul things
about the house is that vou're very close to mountains—very
rocky ones. T'hal texture must have inspired us lo choose the
rope chest. How else does this house express a sense of place?
uB: As much as it’s a desert house, it's also pure Calilornia, wilh
California’s casual. natural, and organic acsthetic. It’s over-
scaled and comfortable, with down pillows and a lot of depth
to the upholstery. We make evervthing a little bil bigger and
cushier so yon can really cozy in and relax. 1t's startling to

see a big plasma TV in a rather formal living room. Why did

R

you put it there? MT: A lot of people don't use their living
rooms much. But these people really wanted 1o usce Lheirs.
I'here are so many pretly [urnishings and fabrics that vou
don't really notice the 1'v. 1 wonder, do the homeowners have
to keep it inhumanly neat in order for it to look good? Can
they bring new stuff home without ruining everything? MT:
IU's not the kind of house vou'd want to clutter up. But at the
same time, there are lots of places to put things—tables, bas-
kets, chests. | think they could bring things home. What if
the clients brought home a big red and black painting? MLT:

I'hiey would never do thal



LEFT: In the dining room, Wifliam
Yeoward's Hortense linen with
flocked velvet spirals on George
Hi-style arm and side chairs. The
hand-~painted sideboard is ltalian
and the circa 1900 wainut table
is French, but they were chosen
for their Spanish air. BELOW:
Antique terra-cotta olive jars
with flaking paint capture the
feeling of the California desert.
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Your color palette in this house iooks like you lifted it straight from the landscape

We did. The Rogers & Goffigon linen on the two blue wing chairs in the living room
is the exact color of the desert sky. The silver-green in the master bedroom comes from
the agave plants everywhere. The golf course is chartreuse green a d the hills are
brown. We just brought all those colors indoors. You can walk inside and then outside

and it’s all the same palette. It gives you a feeling of extreme freedom—mno barriers, no

boundaries.



LEFT: In a guest bedroom, the
headboard is uphoistered in
Dek Tiltett's Paiazzo print;
the nameless brown hill
behind the house appears in
aimost every window. OPPO-
SITE: The master bedroom's
rectilinear iron tester bed
is by the designers. Agave
green veivet on the bench
was the inspiration for the
room's color scheme.
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The master bedroom's sit-

ting area has a watery cool and
calm, helped by bamboo shades.
Bridgewater-style ciub chairs by.
Benesteel Trout are slipcovered

in white linen:opeosiTe: Reflected |
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